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AMERICAN BANJO ICON TOURS AUSTRALIA
The Deering – Zenith Banjo Tour
Nearly 50 years ago a young boy spent a whole month’s pay from his paper route to buy a banjo because his best friend was learning to play Kingston Trio songs on the guitar and the other instrument on the album cover was a banjo.  Little did he know that would lead him into living the American dream.
Struggling to figure out how to play the banjo without ever seeing a live person play this magical instrument is a story Greg Deering loves to tell, as he takes apart and re-assembles a banjo telling stories about banjos, people who play them and how this magical instrument comes alive with proper set-up.

Starting out in his home with his wife, Janet beside him, Greg Deering has created over 50,000 banjos in the last 40 years. Greg and Janet Deering have lived the American dream by raising their two children and their company together. Greg spent years, working step by step, ingeniously building his own banjo making equipment, designing and improving the banjos, and figuring out how to run a banjo company, now the largest manufacturer of banjos in America. The Deering Banjo Company is actually the largest company dedicated solely to the making of banjos in the entire world.

In 1975 Greg and Janet Deering went into business prompted by people who saw a banjo Greg had made for himself while a student at the San Diego State University.  As a lean college student, Greg had out-grown the banjo purchased as a paper boy, and he needed a banjo to play in local church gatherings that was of a professional caliber.  At that time the Vega banjo hanging in the local music store was beyond his means so he researched all about banjos and figured out how to make one. Performing with his newly made banjo gave him the opportunity to meet people who wanted a better banjo too. Prompted by requests for a banjo like his, Greg jumped passionately into the business of making banjos. 

At the tender age of 24 with a young wife, Janet and new son in tow, all Greg Deering wanted to do was make banjos. Janet applied for a business license and they started building banjos in their home in the San Diego area of California. 
Greg did the building, and Janet helped with the hand finishing, sales, bookkeeping, and marketing. Soon they hired and trained others to help them as business was expanding. “It has never been easy, being in the banjo business because this is such a niche market we have always had to work hard to create the sales and promote well.” commented Greg Deering. “It isn’t true that if you build a better mouse trap the world will beat a path to your door.  You have to build a better mouse trap and promote the hell out of it in order to have the world find the path to your door.”
Today Deering Banjos are in the hands of many top musicians such as the Kingston Trio, the Keith Urban Band, Diamond Rio, Montgomery Gentry, the Dixie Chicks, Roy Clark, Rod Stewart, Joe Satriani, Los Lobos, John Sebastian, the Kruger Brothers, John McEuen, Tony Trischka, Bela Fleck, and hundreds of other artists.

Greg Deering accomplished the college dream of owning a Vega banjo by acquiring the Vega Banjo Company in 1988. The first one he made was his own. Now he carries the torch of making the great American Vega banjos. 

In the Deering Banjo Factory, located in Spring Valley on the outskirts of San Diego, they produce four lines of banjos: Deering, Vega, Tenbrooks and Goodtime banjos. Deering made banjos are found in music stores the world over and illustrate that the Golden Era of Banjo Making is right now. Banjos are more plentiful and more affordable than ever before.  Greg Deering points out, “The Banjo is the easiest stringed instrument to learn to play.”
If you have ever thought that playing the banjo would be fun, come to the workshop by Greg Deering and learn all about the banjo with stories and instruction mixed with music by this legendary man of the banjo.

Greg Deering will be appearing in locations in Adelaide, Perth, Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane during October, 2008. For details call Zenith Music at 618-9383-1422 or e-mail guitar@westnet.com.au.
DEERING – ZENITH BANJO TOUR SCHEDULE

· Adelaide  - Mon 13th Oct      Derringers at 66-72 Leader St. Forestville South Australia 5035    ph  (08) 8371 1884

· Perth      Thurs 16th Oct      Zenith Music  at 309 Stirling Hwy Claremont West Australia 6010   ph    (08)  9383 1422

· Melbourne  Mon 20th Oct    The Acoustic Centre at 206 Park St South Melbourne Victoria 3205  ph (03)  9699 569

· Sydney      Wed 22th Oct     The Guitar Factory at 280 Victoria Rd., Gladesville NSW 2111   ph  (02)  9817 2173

· Brisbane    Friday 24th Oct   Musicians' Pro Shop at 59 Barry Pde Fortitude Valley Qld 4006   ph:   (07)   3831 5898

For more information on Deering Banjos visit www.DeeringBanjos.com or www.ZenithMusic.com.

